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Welfare work in Iowa. By Marcus L. Hansen. (Iowa City: State his- 
torical society of Iowa, 1921. 321 p.) 

This little volume maintains the uniformly high quality of scholar- 
ship characteristic of the publications of the State historical society of 
Iowa. The subject matter is devoted almost wholly to Camp Dodge, the 
training camp of the Eighty-eighth division. There are eleven chapters, 
topically arranged, the first one dealing, historically, with "Welfare or- 
ganizations and equipment," while the next five deal with the means, 
methods, and problems of the work, under the titles, social, recreational, 
religious, athletic, and educational work. These titles are significant of 
the nature of the work carried on by many and varied organizations, 
among the most prominent being the Y. M. C. A. There was naturally, 
at first, considerable overlapping of jurisdiction and consequently some 
friction, especially in athletics, between the Y. M. C. A. and the Com- 
mission on training camp activities, but it was finally adjusted with the 
former directing the mass athletics and the latter directing the training 
of athletic teams. Educational work, mainly in charge of the Y. M. C. A., 
consisted of lecture courses, study classes, and so forth, one of the sur- 
prises being that even the rudiments had to be taught. 

Of the remaining five chapters, chapter 7, "The transfer to govern- 
ment supervision," deals with the departure of the division for France, 
when the welfare work was most appreciated, the influenza epidemic, 
and the armistice and demobilization, when it was most severely tested. 
The armistice brought "an alarming slump in the morale of 1he soldiers" 
(page 148), while demobilization brought to the civilians a new pull- 
together spirit, revealing, however, a tremendous wastage in receipts 
(page 153). Chapter 8 gives a glimpse of the improvised hospital for 
wounded overseas soldiers at Fort Des Moines, where new phases of wel- 
fare work necessarily were developed. Chapter 9, "Welfare work in 
the camp community," presents the problem of keeping Des Moines 
socially fit for the soldiers. Chapter 10, "Welfare work throughout the 
state, ' ' is the least satisfactory, being somewhat labored and fragmentary. 

The final chapter, "The scope of welfare work," gives a critical esti- 
mate, showing the essential and fundamental place of welfare work. The 
daily routine had come to be looked upon, by even the welfare workers, 
as a sort of monotonous grind of doubtful worth. The author, however, 
goes to the root of the matter when he says: "The very commonness 
which led these features to be considered merely as part of the day's 
program attaches to the whole a larger significance than isolated activi- 
ties or spasmodic contributions could have commanded. That moving 
picture performances came with the same regularity as drill, that every 
day brought with it opportunities for recreation as well as service is 
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the most important fact that can he included in a hook on welfare 
work" (page 247). 

The author quite accurately gauges the soldier's attitude toward wel- 
fare work as a bit resentful of certain phases of it, and in like manner 
shows the guarded aloofness of the officers ; yet soldiers and officers, to- 
gether with civilians generally, came to regard the work as a source of 
strength to the men in service. The author has done so well what the 
preface and the editor's introduction promise that any adverse comment 
seems almost trifling ; yet he has mentioned by name some individuals, 
while he omits others of equal or of greater importance. The same may 
be said about certain details, though in the main he has not allowed de- 
tails to obscure the larger movements. The index omits some names of 
sufficient importance to be included in the narrative. Again, the author 
accepts, as a matter of course, the belief that "Smokes for the soldiers" 
(page 252) was a "popular movement," while a little investigation 
might have revealed its true source and character. 

The reviewer, having had many and varied opportunities for obser- 
vation of the welfare work, can but speak of the volume in highest terms 
of commendation, for the author has made a notable contribution to our 
war history on the part of civilians and has fortified his work by draw- 
ing upon the various first-hand sources for the facts. 

Olynthus B. Clark 

The American embargo, 1807-1809. By Walter Wilson Jennings. [Uni- 
versity of Iowa studies in the social sciences, volume 8, number 1] 
(Iowa City: University of Iowa, 1921. 242 p.) 

In The American embargo, 1807-1809, Mr. Walter Wilson Jennings has 
made a useful and scholarly contribution to the economic history of the 
United States. His researches have been extensive and fruitful, demon- 
strating scientifically what earlier writers have taken in part by faith 
and tradition, that all sections of America, save a few favored localities, 
suffered greatly from the embargo. 

The opening chapters describe the condition of American commerce 
between 1798 and 1807. The author then proceeds to analyze the em- 
bargo and its subsequent legislation, citing contemporary comment. 
Turning to European belligerents and their colonies, he finds the em- 
bargo injurious. An elaborately documented chapter follows, describ- 
ing American hostility toward the measure. It would seem to the re- 
viewer that here too uniform a reliance has been placed upon federalist 
sources; too slight, upon republican. The steps by which opposition 
finally prevailed are adequately traced. The concluding chapters re- 
lating to American manufactures, agriculture, and commerce are original 
and constructive. The author concludes that the impetus to manufac- 



